WAP: But there are many 
women who see the need for 
revolution but are afraid to fight 
back. It’s not just women, whole 
populations are paralyzed by 
fear of the authorities. Yet 
you're not. And that’s what 
makes women respect you. Do 
you know how to tell women 
how to lose their fear of fighting 
back? 

Assata: | started out with a 
naive outlook on the world and 
everything. Once | realized my 
own stupidity, it became very 
important for me as a human 
being to look into things, ex- 
amine them carefully, and 
always try to grow. The more 
you understand what you're 
dealing with, the stronger you 
get. People see fear as a bad 
thing. Fear is healthy when 
you're dealing with Amerika. 
But when fear controls you, 
when you're afraid to Struggle 
— fear is a bad thing. I’m more 
afraid of what will happen if | 
don’t struggle than what will 
happen if | do. 

WAP: What do you think the 
role of women is in the struggle 
for Black Liberation? | 

Assata: Women are capable of 
doing anything men are capable 
of doing. | don’t see women ina 
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confined, narrow role. The 
special role we have is to 
destroy the definition of male- 
female aggressive-submissive 
patterns and to create an equal & 
kind of relationship betwen Ee theorem Soe | 
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Revolutionaries: Assata Shakur in Cuba 


